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1. Dr. Asela Gunawardena, 1 0.;','
Director General of Health Services. N
Ministry of Health and Mass Media,
Colombo 10.
2. Director General,
Disaster Management Centre,
120/2, Vidya Mawatha,
Colombo 07,
Donations of Pharmaceuticals in the Post-Crisis Period
We understand that there may be many donations of pharmaceuticals, medical devices and
borderline products coming from overseas through various charity groups, international non-
governmental organizations, and individuals. As you are aware, many similar donations in
the past had to be disposed incurring a cost to the government, as they were not up to the
expected regulatory standards.
However, it will be a practical problem to re-export donations that arrive in Sri Lankan ports
that are not acceptable. At its meeting held on 1* of December 2025, chaired by Secretary to
the Treasury, the “Task Force for Cargo Clearance” decided that donations which cannot be
used will be cleared from customs but will be destroyed by the relevant agencies.
This matter was extensively discussed at the Medicines Evaluation Committee (MEC) of the
NMRA held on 02" December 2025, and the MEC decided to recommend to the Ministry of
Health and the Disaster Management Centre to put notices on their websites requesting
individuals / Qrganizations from overseas, who would like to send the above items, to obtam
the prior approval from the Ministry of Health:
We expect such notices will minimize unnecessary donations and cost for the government of
the Sri Lanka.
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Dr. Ananda Wijewickrama
Chairman
National Medicines Regulatory Authority
Copy: 1.0/C
hm el B admeba, | Cafu wmpgisdr GG Zyeemud, | National Mcdicines Regulatory Authority,
0 @edenit; et emBomBde 2 OB vae), | Bokams ors Quniliiue sgss slqid (2ag wrg), | State Engineering Corporation Building (2nd Floor
o 'E‘(‘E‘ 08@0. £. B. Beman &, | fe. 130, LSy g.5. TOBTLES WiabES, | No. 130, W. A. D Ramanayaka Mawatha,
eme® 02, ! ;

| Qanggiby 02, | Colombo 02,
@ o). . A 1l e



