
13th October 2021

Hybrid event launched from BMICH, Sri Lanka

IST - Indian Standard Time

National event to commemorate the

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Theme: COVID-19 and systemic risks

 | 1.00 pm - 4.45 pm 

#OnlyTogether #DRRday

ONLY TOGETHER…
CAN WE SAVE THE PLANET

In 2016, with the UN Secretary General launching “The Sendai Seven Campaign” 
to promote each of the seven targets over seven years. The target selected for 
2021 is Target F: “Substantially enhance international cooperation to developing 
countries through adequate and sustainable support to complement their 
national actions for implementation of the present Framework by 2030”. 
Accordingly, this year’s International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) will 
be commemorated on 13th October 2021 based on Target “F” of the Sendai 
Framework on the core theme of,

“ONLY TOGETHER…CAN WE SAVE THE PLANET”.
The overall goal of the commemoration is to provide an advocacy platform to 
highlight best practice examples of international cooperation which have a 
positive impact on the lives of people who live in disaster prone parts of the world 
i.e. reducing the numbers of people a�ected by man-made and natural hazards.  

In commemorating the IDDRR 2021, the Disaster Management Centre (DMC) as 
the focal point for disaster risk management in Sri Lanka, is organising a national 
commemoration programme in the form of a hybrid event. Theme of the event is 
“COVID-19 and systemic risks” which complements the IDDRR 2021 key 
objectives. It will focus on key areas that have been signi�cantly a�ected due to 
the pandemic from Sri Lanka’s point of view and also with special emphasis on the 
importance of having a better understanding of the multidimensional nature of 
risks, from a systemic perspective.

State Ministry of 
National Security & 
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Register via: 
https://bit.ly/IDDRRDMCSL



13th October 2021 | 1.00 pm - 4.45 pm (IST - Indian Standard Time)
Hybrid event launched from BMICH, Sri Lanka

National event to commemorate the

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
Theme: COVID-19 and systemic risks

ONLY TOGETHER…
CAN WE SAVE THE PLANET

An eminent panel of local and overseas professionals and academics will share their 
views and experiences, in showcasing Sri Lanka’s envelopment in strengthening 
international cooperation, to transform learned lessons into e�ective mechanisms 
of regional collaboration in the face of systemic risks.

#OnlyTogether #DRRday

Prof. Dilanthi Amaratunga 
Professor of Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Head, Global Disaster Resilience 
Centre, School of Applied Sciences, 

University of Huddersfield, UK

Dr. Rick Bailey 
Head of the Intergovernmental 

Coordination Group for the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System 

(ICG/IOTWMS) Secretariat

Dr. Harkunti P. Rahayu 
Development Management and Policy Planning 

Research Group, School of Architecture, 
Planning and Policy Development, Institute 

Technology of Bandung, Indonesia

Prof. Shanthi Mendis 
Geneva Learning Foundation, former Senior 
Adviser, World Health Organization, Geneva 
and former Professor of Medicine, Faculty of 

Medicine, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Major General (Retd.) 
Sudantha Ranasinghe 

Director General
Disaster Management Centre, Sri Lanka

Ms. Hanaa Singer-Hamdy
UN Resident Coordinator

Sri Lanka 

Mr. Hans Guttman 
Executive Director

Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre, 
Thailand

Dr. Ishanka Talagala 
Consultant Community Physician 

Disaster Preparedness and Response Division, 
Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka

Dr. Nishara Fernando 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology 
Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo, 

Sri Lanka

Mr. Shiran Fernando 
Chief Economist- Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 

Sri Lanka

Dr. Ananda Mallawatantri 
Country Representative of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)- 
Sri Lanka/ President – ADRiMP, Sri Lanka

Session Chair

Prof. Richard Haigh 
Professor, Department of Biological and 

Geographical Sciences, School of Applied Sciences, 
Global Disaster Resilience Centre, University of 

Huddersfield –UK

Prof. Ranjith Senaratne
Chairman
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